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telling about them.

In June, 1865, after survender at Appomattox, Mr
Curry, assisted by John B. Kinnison, with a threc
horse team, carried the records back to Joel Hill's and
in a month later placed them in a nearby house be-
longing to the Rev Mitchell D. Dunlap, where they re-
mained until September, 1865. The first court after
the war was held at Hillsboro, November, 1865, in
the Methodist church; and from that time the records
were kept in the old Academy building until
June, 1866, when they were returned to Hunters-
ville and placed in the residence of John Garvey, near
the court house, and then after a few months were re-
placed in the office. Something more than five years
intervened between the first removal and the final re-
turn of the records, and notwithstaniding the risks en-
countered and the vicissitudes of war times, nothing
was lost but an old process book of no intrinsic im-
portance. This loss is believed to have occurred while
the office was in use as Confederate barracks.

So far as known there is no other like instance of
fidelity to official duty that surpasses the preservation
of the Pocahontas County records. There were ten
removals in all, from first to last, and when rcturned
six months were spent in assorting and replacing the
papers.

JOHN McLAUGHLIN,

For the past seventy-five or eighty years the Me-
Laughlin name has been a familiar one anong our peo-
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ple.  For this reason the relationship so long identified
with our county history deserves special mention there
for. This relationship will be considered in groups as
it is 8o numerons and widely distributed and derived
from a varied though related ancestry.

John McLaughlin, the ancestor of several Pocahon-
tas fanilies of that name, was a native of Ireland, and
settled on Jackson’s River, seven or eight miles below
Monterey, and was one of the pioncer settlers of that
vicinity previous to the Revolution.  The lands he set-
tled were lately in possession of his son, John Me-
Laughlin, Jr.

His family consisted of six sons and five daughters.
In reference to these persons the following particulars
have been mainly learned from Mrs Morgan Grimes,
one of the desceadants by the third or fourth remove.

Margaret became Mrs William Carpenter and " live:l
on Deer Crezk, near Greeabank; Nancy was married
to Johm Carpenter and lived on Thomas Creck, near
Dunmore, where Peter Carpenter now lives; Jane be-
came Mrs Alexander Benson and settled in Illinois;
Mary was married to John Beverage and lived on
Straight Creek, near Monterey; Susan became Mrs
Holcomb, and went to West Virginia; Abigail was
married to Thomas Galford and lived near Dunmore
on lands lately owned by J. H. Curry.

Major Daniel McLaughlin, upon his marriage with
Mary Carpenter, settled on Deer Creek, opening lands
now held by the Oliver Brothers. In reference to his
family the following particulars are in hand:

His son, the late David McLaughlin, married Jane
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Wanless, daughter of William Wanless, on Back Alle-
ghany, and settled on lands lately occupied by his sons
Joseph and James; Abigail became Mrs A. Jackson
Moore on Back Alleghany: Mary Elizabeth was mar-
ried to George Sutton and lived near Greenbank; John
M. McLaughlin married Mary Jane Moore, daughter ot
W. D. Moore on Elk. John was a Confederate soldi-
er, taken prisoner and died at Camp Chase, Ohio:
Margaret Jane was married to Morgan Grimes, and
lives near Mt. Zion in the Hills.

Major Daniel McLaughlin was much respected. He
was a very hard working man and almost wore himself
out clearing lands. He was a major of militia and was
a fine looking officer on the parades that came off an-
nually.

Hugh McLaughlin, of John, the Irish immigrant,
married Sally Grimes, daughter of Arthur, of Felix,
the pioneer. He lived near Huntersville on lands now
owned by Dr Patterson and others. J. A: McLaugh-
lin, Mrs Mary Hogsett and Lieut. James Hickman
McLaughlin, a Confederate officer who perished in the
war, were his children. He was a popular and promi-
nent citizen.

Samuel McLaughlin, another son of John, married a
Miss Wright and lived on Jackson’s River. There
were two children. Mary Jane was married to Martin
Sharp and lives on Little Back Creek, near Mt. Grove.
H. P. McLaughlin married Alcinda Bird, danghter of
the late George Bird, Valley Centre, Va. Helives on
Brown Crezk, near Huntersville. He was a Coated-
erate soldier, 25th Virginia, Infantry.
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Robert McLaughlin, another son of John the pioneer
died in early manhood.  He is reported to have been
a young man of much promise.

James McLaughlin settled in Illinois soon after his
marriage. His wife’s name is not remembered. He
was enthused by the gold excittment of 1849, and
crossed the plains to California in search of wealth.
He was in a measure successful. It may be said too,
to his credit, he was not so very hard to satisfy, and
50 he returned to his family and settled in Missouri.

John McLaughlin, Junior, married Sally Hamilton,
and spent his days at the homestead on Jacksons River.
His children were Ewing, Ada, Sally, and Letcher.

John McLaughlin was widely known for his jovial
ways and amusing expressions, and was also somewhat
eccentric in his ideas. When about to be overcome by
the infirmities of an advanced age, he pointed out a
spot overlooking his dwelling that is well nigh inac-
cessible, and gave positive orders to have his body
buried there. He seemed to abhor the idea of being
trampled upon, and appeared to feel that his head
would be sccure from such indignity if he could have
his grave in a spot almost impossible to reach, and so
steep that erect posture would be impracticable. It
was his boast that when he was alive he generally came
out ‘*on top,”’ and so he seemed to wish to be on top
when not alive.

His friends saw to it that his wishes should be com-
plied with to the very letter. A inore unique burial
scene was never witnessed in that region. The pall-
bearers on their knees and holding to the bushes and
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rocks with one hand and the coftin handles with the
other, and the procession following on all fours, com-
pose a scene the like of which may naver be witnessed
while the world stands Her> an illustration of the
ruling passion strong in death. '

Tlke eecerd gicup of McLanghlin relationship trace
their ancestry to two brothers and two sistery of that
name who settled in Pocahontas early in the century.
How near the relationship is, the writer has not the
requisite information. William and John McLaughlin
and their sisters Jennie and Nancy are the persons re-
membered as the ancestry of the second group.

William McLaughlin marriel Nancy Wiylie, head of
Jacksons River, and settied on Thomas Creck, near
Dunmore,—his lands now held by his sons Huagh and
Robert. Mrs McLaughlin died a few years since at a
very advanced age, of a cancerous affection.  She is
remembered as a faithful and devoted nurse of her sick
neighbors, and her sorvices were held in high appreci-
ation in times when there was no physician convenient.
She and her neighbor Elizabeth McCutchan were sis-
ters of charity in the best sense of the word. Sheep
saffron was their main dependance in cases of measles.
They were fully posted in the virtues of herb remedies.

In reference to William MecLaughlin's family, we
have the following details: His daughter Jane was
married to John Hiner, second wife, and lives on
Jacksons River.

Rachel became Mrs Jacob Beverage, and lives on
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the Old Field Fork of Elk,

Elizabeth married James Townsead, and lived on
Back Alleghany, near Driftwood.

Hugh McLaughlin married Nancy Ratliff, and lives
on a section of the Thomas Creek howmestead. Their -
children are Mrs Mary Alice Brooks, Mrs Lena Depu-
ty, Williain Andrew Gatewood, Jacob Renick Cassell,
Brown Lotcher, Minnie Belie (lately deceased), Annie,
(Charles, and Lola.

Robert McLaughlin was married twice, and lives on
a section of the homestead. His first marriage was
with Minta Rusmisell. Her children were Nebraska,
Melissa, Lovie, C hristopher, Catherine, Bertha, Law-
rence, Cameron and.Russell. The second marriage
was with Lydia Rusmisell. Her children are Elmer,
Joseph and Annie. These ladies were cousins and
were from near Moscow, Augusta County, Va.

Nancy McLaughlin, one of the ancestral sisters, be-
came the wife of Jacob Cassell, senior, and lived on
the Greenbrier at the Cagsell Ford, four miles west of
Greenbank.

Jennie McLaughlin, the other ancestral sister, was
married to John Galford and lived near Glade Hill on
property now owned by Frank Patterson.

John MecLaughlin, one of the ancestral brothers,
married Clarissa Gregory and settled on the place re-
cently owned by the late Allan Galford, mouth of
Deer Creek. Their children were John, James, Eliza-
beth and Nancy. Elizabeth was married to Harvey
Ratcliffe and went to Roane county. Nancy became
Mrs Henry Higgins and lived near Clover Lick; John
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married Sydney Carpenter and settled c¢n the home-
stead; James married a Miss Nottingham and migrat-
ed to the West.

Hugh McLaughlin was wounded during the war,
and suffers yet from the effects. Jacob McLaughlin
died in the war. He is remembered as one of the
noblest young men that was sacrificed in the cruel war.
His bravery and good moral character reflected great
honor upon his country and kindred.

An interesting letter has been placed in our hands,
from which we are permitted to extract such parts as
may be desired. It was written at Camp Bunker Hill,
Frederick County, Virginia, on the 1st of August,
1864, by Jacob C. McLaughlin to his cousin, Nannie
McLaughlin, a sister of H. P. McLaughlin, and is the
last he was ever known to write to her. He fell at the
battle of Cedar Creek, October 19, 1864.

The extracts illustrate what our young soldiers en-
dured when true to their sense of duty to the cause.
He speaks of his mind preoccupied with me:mories and
thoughts of the passing summer’s dreadful campaign:

. ¢It is lamentable to look upon, for when we started

out this spring we had fifty men, now we have only
tifteen. The rest have been killed, wounded, and tak-
en prisoners. I tell you it looks discouraging to fight
under such circumstances; through throug the mercies
of God I have been one of the few that have been

- spared, which I feel very thankful for and the kind

mercies bestowed on me.”’

«‘We have had a very hard time since we came to
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the Valley. We had a fight at Lynchburg, at Liberty,
and at Salem: and from there we did not follow old
Hunter any farther. We then came to Lexington and
Staunton and down the valley to Smithfield, and there
we fought them again, and at Harpers Ferry;and from
there we crossed the Potomac into Maryland, and
fought them at Middletown, and the next day at Fred-
erick City. And from there we weunt on to within
sight of Washington City, and there we fought them
two days. And when we retreated from there we had
to fight them on our rear all the time until we crossed
the Shenandoah River, and there we stopped and gave
them a good whipping; and then came up to Winches-
ter, and they whipped our division and then we went on
up the valley to Strasburg aud assembled all our forces
together and marched back on them. at Kernstown,
three miles above Winchester, and gave them a whip-
ping that has cooled them down a good deal. They
had a large force—some 20,000—and we ran them
back across the river into Maryland. Since that they
have been more quiet, and we returned from the Poto-
mac up to Bunker Hill, and there is no sign of them
crossing the river after us, as yet. I am in hopes they
may rest awhile, for the troops are very much exhaust-
ed from their fatiguing marches, for we have been
marching and fighting since the 4th day of May, and I
think that is long enough to give us some rest.

¢‘I am sorry to inform you that both of your broth-
ers are taken prisoners, and the whole 25th Regiment,
excepting about fourteen, has been taken. Though we
must expect to bear with many troubles in a war like
this, you all ought to be thankful that they are prison-
ers, instead of being killed, as there have so many
poor soldiers fallen this summer. 1 think .a prisoner
now is much better off than we poor men that have to
march and fight so much. At least I know they are in
less danger.
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““You must excuse me for not not writing to you
more frequent, though I have written to you once be-
fore since I got any letter from you. I would have
written oftener, only it has been out of my power to
do so, on account of our not stopping long enongh for
me to write—and we have had no conveyance for our
letters half the time we have been here. Write soon
and give me all the news, and think of the many pleas-
ures that have been, and look forward that which is to
come.

Yours with much love and due respect,

Jacos C. McLavsHLIN.

HUGH McLAUGHLIN.

The third group of the McLaughlin relationship in
our county are the descendants of Squire Hugh Me-
Laughlin, late of Marlinton. His early life was spent
in part on Jacksons River, Bath County. His wife
was Nancy Gwinn, daughter of John Gwinn, Senior,
and grand-daughter of John Bradshaw.

Squire Hugh McLaughlin and Hugh McLaughlin,
late of Huntersville, were cousins and were intimately
associated when they were young men. They were
married about the same time, jointly leased a piece of
land on Jacksons River, built a cabin and went to
housekeeping. There was but one room. This they
divided between them and kept separate establishments.
Squire McLaughlin would often tell how an axe, maul,
and wedge made up his original business capital, and
how his housekeeping effects were carried by his young
wife on a horse the day they wenttothemselves in their



